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&}l roduction

Fyou are reading this devotional, then you are most 1ile-
ly getting ready togo an a short-term mission trip. Pre-
panng for a tip is more than getting a packing list and
kearning to say hello in anather langumage Although those

2 things are impaorrant, preparing yourselwes mentally and
spiritually is also vital

This book is divided into 3 parts. The first partis a devotion-
al called *Before You Gao™. You should start these devations
14-13 days prior m your departumre dare. Do one devorional
per day. Take your time reading each devotional. Ask God
m apeak o you through the devationmal and scripture. Read
the acriptures carefully, meditaring on the meaning hehind

cach sentence.

Part twoisa ip journal. While younareon the mission field,
spend timein prayer and journal the events of each day. You
may expericnce 50 much thar you may forget some derails
if you dom’t write them in your journal Besides listing your
activities, write down your thoughts concerning somenne

you met or something you saw.

The third section deals with your return home: This section
should he read on the day you are ahout to return © your
home coumtry. This is needed in arder to bring clasure m



your missions experienos and give youa chance to deal with
vourr feelings and comcerna prior to going home.

We commend you for stepping out___ for obeying the
call togo.

Thiz book is dedicated to the next generation of missionar-
ies, hath young and old, who have answered the call or will
soon be raising their hands saying, *Here am 1 Lord, send
me™.

Jeff & Tonya toglew

Matthew 28: 1820

19 Therefore go and make disciples of al nations, bap-
tizimg them in the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit. 20 and teaching them to obey eveny-
thimg | have commanded you. Ard simely | am with you

aways. to the very end of the age."



Eﬂur‘lﬂ I Cost

o already knon that the mission trip has cost yon

time and money. But money isn't the only thing we

need to consider when it comes to “comnting the
onat”.

Ledke 14:28-30

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build o tower. Will
he nat first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he
has encugh money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the
fosmdation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees
it will ridicuie him. 30 saying. “This fellow began to build
andd was not able to fimish.”

What do you think the passage shove means?

What ather costs may be invalved as youenter and work: in
the mizsion field (not monetary cost )



Lecke 14:31-33

31 "Or suppose o ling is dbart to go to war against
aother king. Wil he not first sit down and consider
whe ther he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he
is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is
still a bong way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In
the same way. any of you who does not give up eveny-
thing he has cannat be my disciple.

Ame you totally committed to serving God?

[ ko in this day and time, everyone is so busy. One thing
is for sure though, if we firat seck God, he will bless us with
all that weneed. With that in mind, [encourage eachof you
to make a commitment to read your Bible, memorize aorip-
ture, and pray on a daily hasia.



ay 2}
Spirit Line

pray that you made a commitment as you were reading

the first devoton {if you had not already done so). Take
some time to study these scriptures and get an under-

standing of theimportance of cach of theseareas.

I} Prayer — Philippians 4:6-7
2} Bible Study - Romans 15:4
1) Worship - John 931

lf you are a born-again heliever, you have the Haly Spirit
Yet even with the indwedling of the Haly Spirit, some peo-

ple atill wonder i they are living a life that is haly. At our
chumch in Fayetteville, MC, we call this the Phil 4 Filter. Ba-

sically,it’s examining the words of Philippians 48 and then
asldng oursehves whether we are living our lives according
to the scripure.

Philippéans 4:8

B Finally, brothers, whatever is true. whatever is nolble.
whatever is right. whatever is pure. whatever is lovely,
whatever is admiralde—if amything is excellent or praise-
wort hy—think abouwt such thimgs.

Is there something in your life that docan't pass the Phil 4
Filter?



lf there is something in your life thar i nat haly, ask God
to reveal it to you. He is faithful and will reveal it to you in
hopes of a change. What is it that God would like you o

change?

I[f it is abad habit, exchange that bad habit with agond one.
What can you doin place of that had hahir?

Prayer:
Lord, | thank you for revealing the sin in my life. [ amsorry
for living this way and ask thar you would help me change. |

want to live my life holy and pure. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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"God isn't kooking for people of great faith. but for indi-
oicl s ready to follow Him" — Hudson Tador



Reflecting on our past devation *A Servant’s Heart™ from
hatthew 235:34-40, what does Jesus say about our response
to those who are

L Thirsty Settin

7 Strangers y g
].E]mdgzﬁ Slghts on yof”
4. Maked A 9oin
5. Sick OMe 9
6. Imprisonod )

7- Hungry

You hawve been involved whale-heartily the past few weels
inansweringthe necdaofall these groups. The question thar
we propase to you now is_. Who do you know in your own
commurity with these needs? Our call to missions should
not end here on the foreign mizsions field Before you stare
packing for your retum home, think about howe vou can take
what you have learned abroad badk to your neighborhood,
towm, achool, or workplace in the states. List those ideas
belawe

Take time now to commit to continue the work God has
started in you during your time on the foreign missions field
Vow to continue to run the raoe with vigor, reaching out
those closest to you at home.  Pray that God will connect
vou with ather believers with the same desire toserve.
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Think shout all the people that you ministered to on this
mizsiom trip. Whar one person or group stands out the mose
as you reflect?

Whyt

What impacted you the most on this trip?

What will you miss the most when you leave the mission
field?

What will you he glad roleave behind?
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Did you learn amything new about yourse{?

What type of ministry did you enjoy the mase?

_theleast?

Your adrenaline should still be pumping as memorics are
fresh ahout all the things you experienced over the past
woels, but realize that life at home went on as usual for
everyone you left behind. As you shame your adventures in
a third-world conmtry with your family and fiends, some
will catch the exctement_ athers_ well, they may not seem
to care s0 much. Please, do not he offended by those wha
are uninterested. Remember that not everyone has a heart
fior missiona. Many poople think you are crazy to leave ev-
erything behind for a few weels and go to a foreign land
They just dom't understand why amyone would leave the

comforts of home to take bucket baths, sleep on the floar,
wale up early every morning, and use outhouses or roilets
that don’t flush. Focus moreon the people whose interest s
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sparked by your enthusiasm. Share your stories, testimorny,
adventures, and pictures with them. Tell them about all the
ways you were ahle to minister, the places you traveled, the
people you met, the food you ate, the weather, the lives that
wiere changed forever (induding yours), theamells, the dif-
ferent types of transportation, and anything elze that comes
to mind. Encourage them to get involved in local missions,
assiating you with some of the outreach ideas you listed on
the previous page. Theseare the poople that you should also
EnCourage to participate in missions abroad. Assist them in
comnecting with a reputable mission-sending organization.

We pray that God will comtinue to give fuel for your heart's
fire as Heis faithful to complete the work that He has hegun
inyou. May God bless you richly as you continue to bless
others!
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